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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to 05/29/2007 and interview on 8/10/2007 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 10, 1 1, 13, 14, 16. 1 7 and 19-27, renumbered as claims 1-15 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 0 - 30 are pending in the application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Daryl K. Neff (Registration No. 38,253) on 10 August 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

a. Cancel claims 12, 15, 18 and 28 - 30; and 

b. Replace claims 10, 13 and 16 with the following: 

10. An electronic device adapted to be detachably mounted to main equipment for 
providing optional data to the main equipment and permitting optional functions to be 
executed, the electronic device comprising: 

a data memory unit including a plurality of address spaces; 

software data stored in the data memory unit, the software data including a 
plurality of portions stored at respective storage addresses of the address spaces, each 
portion containing driver data corresponding to a specific computer environment 
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selected from a plurality of different specific computer operating environments, for 
permitting execution of a respective one of a plurality of separately selectable functions 
in accordance with the specific computer operating environment of a main equipment 
selected from a plurality of main equipments, the storage addresses corresponding to 
keywords identifying the plurality of functions being stored at leaders of the address 
spaces, each main equipment being operable in accordance with a respective one of 
the plurality of different specific computer operating environments; 

an interface unit in form of a memory card interface for transfer of data from the 
electronic device to the selected main equipment and from the selected main equipment 
to the electronic device; and 

an output unit operable, upon mounting the electronic device to the selected 
main equipment and selecting a first function from among said plurality of separately 
selectable functions, to output a first portion of said portions of the software data 
containing said driver data for said selected first function and corresponding to said 
selected specific computer operating environment from the data memory unit to the 
selected main equipment through said interface unit for installation of said driver data in 
the selected main equipment to permit said selected first function to be executed using 
the electronic device while the electronic device is mounted to the selected main 
equipment, and upon mounting the electronic device to the selected main equipment 
and selecting a second function from among said plurality of separately selectable 
functions, to output a second portion of said portions of the software data containing 
said driver data for said selected second function and corresponding to said selected 
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specific computer operating environment from the data memory unit to the selected 
main equipment through said interface unit for installation of said driver data in the 
selected main equipment to permit said selected second function to be executed using 
the electronic device while the electronic device is mounted to the selected main 
equipment. 

13. An electronic apparatus, comprising: 

a main apparatus selected from a plurality of main apparatuses, each main 
apparatus being operable in accordance with a respective one of a plurality of different 
specific computer operating environments; and 

an electronic device detachably mounted to the selected main apparatus for 
exchanging optional data with the selected main apparatus, the electronic device 
including a data memory unit including a plurality of address spaces, and software data 
stored in the data memory unit, the software data including a plurality of portions stored 
at respective storage addresses of the address spaces, each portion containing driver 
data corresponding to a specific computer environment selected from the plurality of 
different specific computer operating environments, for permitting execution of a 
plurality of separately selectable functions in accordance with the specific computer 
operating environment of the selected main apparatus when the electronic device is 
mounted to the selected main apparatus, the storage addresses corresponding to 
keywords identifying the plurality of functions being stored at leaders of the address 
spaces, an interface unit in form of a memory card interface unit for transfer of data from 
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the electronic device to the selected main apparatus and from the selected main 
apparatus to the electronic device, the selected main apparatus including an 
identification unit operable to identify a first portion stored in the data memory unit of the 
electronic device corresponding to a first selected function on the basis of the keywords, 
and to obtain the first portion corresponding to the first selected function and 
corresponding to the specific computer operating environment of the selected main 
apparatus from the electronic device through the interface unit upon selecting the first 
function from among the plurality of functions and to install the obtained first portion on 
the selected main apparatus, such that the selected first function can be executed using 
the electronic device while the electronic device is mounted to the selected main 
apparatus, and to obtain a second portion corresponding to a second selected function 
and corresponding to the specific computer operating environment of the selected main 
apparatus from the electronic device through the interface unit upon selecting the 
second function from among the plurality of functions and to install the obtained second 
portion on the selected main apparatus, such that the selected second function can be 
executed using the electronic device while the electronic device is mounted to the 
selected main apparatus. 

16. A method of obtaining driver software data by a main apparatus from an electronic 
device detachably mounted thereto, the main apparatus selected from a plurality of 
main apparatuses, each main apparatus being operable in accordance with a respective 
one of a plurality of different specific computer operating environments, to enable an 
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optional function to be executed while the electronic device is mounted to the selected 
main apparatus, the method comprising: 

a) storing a plurality of portions of driver software data at respective storage 
addresses corresponding to keywords at leaders of address spaces in the electronic 
device the storage addresses corresponding to the keywords identifying the plurality of 
portions of driver software data, each portion for enabling execution of a respective one 
of a plurality of separately selectable functions including first and second separately 
selectable functions in accordance with the respective specific computer operating 
environment of the selected main apparatus when the electronic device is mounted to 
the selected main apparatus; 

b) selecting one of the first and second functions from the plurality of separately 
selectable functions; 

c) when the first function is selected, identifying, on the basis of the keywords, a 
first portion of the software data corresponding to the selected first function and 
corresponding to the specific computer operating environment of the selected main 
apparatus from among the plurality of portions corresponding to the respective functions 
and respective specific computer operating environments, and when the second 
function is selected, identifying a second portion of the software data corresponding to 
the selected second function and corresponding to the specific computer operating 
environment of the selected main apparatus from among the plurality of portions 
corresponding to the respective functions and respective specific computer operating 
environments; 
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d) transferring the identified portion of the software data from the electronic 
device to the selected main apparatus through an interface unit having a form of a 
memory card interface; and 

e) installing the identified portion of the software data on the selected main 
apparatus to enable execution of the selected function using the electronic device while 
the electronic device is mounted to the selected main apparatus. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, specifically U.S. Patent No. 7,058,563 to 
Chrysanthakopoulos et al. and U.S. Patent No. 6,574,588 to Shapiro et al., does not 
expressly teach or render obvious the invention as recited in independent claims 10, 13 
and 16. 

The prior art teaches an electronic device [col. 4, lines 45 - 62 of 
Chrysanthakopoulos] adapted to be detachably mounted [col. 5, lines 23 - 43 
Chrysanthakopoulos] to main equipment [col. 4, lines 36 - 46 Chrysanthakopoulos] for 
providing optional data to the main equipment, the electronic device comprising: 
software data stored in the data memory unit [col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 9 of 
Chrysanthakopoulos], the software data including a plurality of portions each containing 
driver data corresponding to a specific computer environment [col. 5, lines 9 - 24 of 
Chrysanthakopoulos and col. 6, lines 13 - 35 of Shapiro], an interface unit in form of a 
memory card interface for transfer of data from the electronic device to the selected 
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main equipment [col. 4, lines 36 - 46 of Chrysanthakopoulos], an output unit operable, 
upon mounting the electronic device to the selected main equipment [col. 5, lines 23 - 
43 of Chrysanthakopoulos], to output one of said portions of the software data 
containing said driver data [col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 10 of Chrysanthakopoulos and 
col. 6, lines 35 - 58 of Shapiro] and corresponding to said selected specific computer 
operating environment [col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 9 of Chrysanthakopoulos] for 
installation of said driver data in the selected main equipment [col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, 
line 1 1 of Chrysanthakopoulos and col. 6, lines 35 - 58 of Shapiro]. However, the prior 
art does not teach storing a plurality of portions of driver software data at respective 
storage addresses corresponding to keywords at leaders of address spaces in the 
electronic device, the storage addresses corresponding to the keywords identifying the 
plurality of portions of driver software data, each portion for enabling execution of a 
respective one of a plurality of separately selectable functions in accordance with the 
respective specific computer operating environment of the selected main apparatus. 

In addition, it is not believed to have been within the level of one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify or integrate the electronic device of the 
prior art to incorporate the features of storing a plurality of portions of driver software 
data at respective storage addresses corresponding to keywords at leaders of address 
spaces in the electronic device, the storage addresses corresponding to the keywords 
identifying the plurality of portions of driver software data, each portion for enabling 
execution of a respective one of a plurality of separately selectable functions in 
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accordance with the respective specific computer operating environment of the selected 
main apparatus as recited in the context of claims 10, 13 and 16. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on 571-272-3718. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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